
SCHOOLS TO REMAIN CLOSED UNTIL APRIL 21, 2020 

As Mayor Lori Lightfoot announced tonight, Chicago Public Schools will remain closed until 
Tuesday, April 21, 2020. ​While we want to reopen schools as soon as possible, this is a very 
serious challenge and we support the mayor's decision to prioritize the health and wellbeing of 
our city. As the situation develops, we will continue to provide families with regular updates. 

We recognize the significant impact the closures have had on every member of our school 
community, and we remain committed to doing all we can to support our students and families 
in the days ahead. 

Due to the extended closure period, it is necessary for the district to reassess significant events 
on the school calendar and annual student and school assessment timelines and procedures. 

We are working closely with ISBE, City Colleges of Chicago, the College Board, and our other 
partners to understand how this closure will impact other assessments such as the Illinois 
Assessment of Readiness, PSAT/SAT, Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment courses, and Advanced 
Placement and International Baccalaureate exams as well as graduation requirements and 
grade promotion. While changes to the assessment calendar will likely be necessary, we are 
committed to ensuring students can access critical assessments tied to college entry, selective 
enrollment admission, graduation, and grade promotion. 

We recognize that this is not an exhaustive list of all of the academic opportunities and policies 
impacted by this closure, and as decisions are made by the state and federal government, we 
will continue to provide you updates in a timely manner. 

The challenges we face ahead are unprecedented but not insurmountable. We recognize there 
are a number of significant outstanding questions about our normal school policies and 
procedures, and we will provide updates and guidance as soon as possible. We will make it 
through this uncertain time together - as one district, one family. 

Sincerely, 

Janice Jackson, EdD LaTanya D. McDade 
Chief Executive Officer Chief Education Officer 
Chicago Public Schools Chicago Public Schools 


